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SAMUEL CLEMENS 
familiar face onscreen in the 
1950s and ‘60s, Yvonne Lime 
is perhaps most known for her 
roles in cult classics such as 
Untamed Youth (1957), I Wasa 
Teenage Werewolf (1957), and 
High School Hellcats (1958). She began her 
career in Hollywood after studying act- 
ing at the Pasadena Playhouse. After some 
television roles, she was given a contract by 
Paramount Pictures where she appeared in 
The Rainmaker (1956) with Burt Lancaster 
and Katharine Hepburn. Film leads came 
courtesy of AIP and Allied Artists. Prolific 
on the small screen, Yvonne had recurring 
roles in the series The George Burns and 


> Gracie Allen Show (1956-58), Father Knows 
Best (1956-60) and Happy (1960-61). She 


left acting to focus on Childhelp, a non- 
profit that she and Sara O’Meara founded 
in 1959 as International Orphans. It has be- 
come one of the most influential charities 
in the nation. As Yvonne Fedderson, she 
lives in Paradise Valley, Arizona, where she 


- continues to help abused children through 

her organization. She was kind enough to 

speak with me about her career as an ac- 
tress and philanthropist. 


Samuel Clemens: When did you first re- 
alize that you wanted to be an actress? Were 
your parents supportive of your endeavors? 

Yvonne Lime: My mother taught music, 
so she was heavily involved in the perform- 
ing arts. She recommended that I study 
acting, which I did. I did a lot of stage pro- 
ductions while studying at the Pasadena 
Playhouse. I starred in the stage production 
of Ah, Wilderness! when an agent named 
“Pat” discovered me. I was then cast in the 


\f 


series Father Knows Best. 

SC: High School Hellcats is one of your 
best-known roles onscreen. How did you . 
get that part? 

Yvonne Lime: I had a role in the film 
The Rainmaker. The producer [Hal B. Wal- 
lis] was impressed with my performance, 
so he cast me in Loving You (1957) starring 
Elvis Presley. Elvis and I became very close 
and dated for months. I got alot of publicity 
because of that, which led to my casting in 
High School Hellcats, among other roles. 
Aninteresting note is that I get alot of mail 
about High School Hellcats. I’m surprised 
that people still find it entertaining. I get a 
lot of mail asking about my brief romance 
with Elvis, too. 

SC: What did you think of High School 
Hellcats‘ finished product? ; 

Yvonne Lime: Everybody was kind, sin- 
cere, and professional during filming. I was 
surprised that it became a cult classic. It 
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was a low-budget film, so I didn’t expect a 
lot. Critics compared me to Debbie Reyn- 
olds in terms of my appearance and charm. 
I participated in many teenage films, which 
were very popular at the time; I Was a 
Teenage Werewolf was one of those movies. 

SC: What was Elvis like? 

Yvonne Lime: He was wonderful. He 
was so humble and unpretentious. He even 
took me to meet his parents. I felt bad be- 
cause he was taken advantage of financially 
by alot of people. We were both busy peo- 
ple, so we lost touch after a while. 

SC: Childhelp was founded in 1959 as In- 
ternational Orphans, Inc. What motivated 
you to start this influential foundation? 

’ Yvonne Lime: I met Sara [O’Meara] 
while appearing on The Adventures of Ozzie 
-and Harriet. We became good friends and 
later roommates. We would perform in local 
USO events. We later learned that they were 
looking for two actresses to do a tour over- 
seas; Sara and I ended up being selected to 


go to Korea, Okinawa and Tokyo, Japan, in © 


September 1959. While there, the area went 
through one of the worst typhoons in his- 
tory; after the typhoon passed, we walked 
through the streets and witnessed the dev- 
astation and came across children huddled 
together to keep warm. We took them to our 
room, gave them blankets, and shelter. We 
found out that these were Amerasian chil- 
dren. From there, we worked with the mili- 
tary to find shelter for them, and we raised 
funds to support them. That’s howit began. 
We continued this through the 1970s by 
building orphanages and hospitals in rural 
Vietnam. [In the 1980s,] when the Reagans 
heard of what we were doing overseas, they 
asked us to tackle issues here in the nation 
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with child abuse and neglect. They gave 
us money to start a visibility study, where 
we confirmed that indeed this was a prob- 
lem, and from there we agreed to start our 
foundation/organization here in the States 
with the focus to help abused children. It 
has become one of the largest non-profit 
child abuse prevention and treatment or- 
ganizations in the world. 

SC: How has Childhelp impacted the 
cammunity? What are some of its accom- 
plishments? 

Yvonne Lime: We have received mil- 
lions of calls to our Childhelp National 
Child Abuse Hotline since its inception. 
We offer treatment to victims of child abuse 
through various methods at our villages in 

. Caiifornia and Virginia, as well as through 


Brett Halsey and Yvonne Lime in High School Hellcats (1958). 


community-based group homes. We also 
provide foster care where we intensely vet 
our foster parents so that children get the 
best care. We have three advocacy centers 
that assist in investigative processes by 
housing professionals in law enforcement, 
child protective services, medicine, mental 
health and prosecution all under one roof. 
The child-friendly facilities provide an en- 
vironment far more comfortable than an 
emergency room or police station for the 
children. We have alot of ambassadors who 
have helped us with our message, a lot of 
whom I met during my days as an actress. 
Kathie Lee Gifford, Betty White, Kathleen 
Turner, Megyn Kelly, Cheryl Ladd, and Me- 
lissa Gilbert are among these people. 

SC: Are there any future plans with 


Childhelp that you’d like to share with our 
readers? 

Yvonne Lime: We have many excit- 
ing things coming and plans to continue 
to expand our programs and services. For 
example, our Speak Up Be Safe program, 
which we want to incorporate/expand 
in all schools. This is an evidence-based 
curriculum program with developmentally 
appropriate lessons for pre-kindergarten 


through 12th grade to help students pre- 


vent, interrupt, and speak up about various 
types of child abuse—physical, emotional, 
sexual, neglect, bullying, and cyber abuse. 
SC: What can our readers do to get in- 
volved? 
Yvonne Lime: They can give their sup - 
port, make a donation, and look us up on 


www.Childhelp.org or give us a call at (480) 
922-8212, and ask for one of our regional 
directors to talk about how to get involved 
in their area. We have chapters in various 
states, including California, Arizona, and 
Virginia. Our website is a great resource, 
and we are very transparent about how our 
donations are used. We get alot of univer- 
sities who do studies about child abuse, 
which we publish online to inform people 
about the importance of this cause. 

SC: Would you return to acting if the op- 
portunity arose? 

Yvonne Lime: I loved acting, but the 
most important thing in my life are these 
children. I can make more of an impact 
through Childhelp than I’d ever make on- 
screen. 
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